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SCHOOL BOARD REPRESENTATION BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT ATTORNEYS’ OFFICES 
 

Division 
(Smallest to 
largest) 

% of  
attorney 
time on 
Schools work 

Additional 
office attorneys 
working with 
Schools  

Scope of office 
representation 
of Schools 

School Board 
meeting 
coverage 

Funding for the 
office by School 
Board 

Lynchburg* 
 
(8,482 students, 
4-attorney 
office) 

50% of 1 FTE, 
10-15% 2nd 
FTE 
 
 

1 attorney 
provides full 
back-up and 
supplemental 
support 
 

All general 
matters; special 
education by 
outside counsel 
 
 

Does not attend 
School Board 
meetings, but 
will on request 
 

Some salary 
funding for the 
office provided by 
the School Board  
 

York** 
 
(12,549, 2- 
attorney office) 
 

50%+ of 1 FTE None All general 
matters and 
recently also 
special education  
 

Attends School 
Board meetings 

No salary funding 
for the office 
provided by the 
School Board 

Albemarle** 
 
(13,200 pre-K-12, 
5-attorney office) 
 

80% of 1 FTE, 
3 others 
provide add’l 
services 

3 other attorneys 
provide support 
on a range of 
matters 

All general 
matters; special 
education by 
outside counsel 

Attends School 
Board meetings 

No salary funding 
for the office 
provided by the 
School Board 

Roanoke City* 
 
(Roughly 13,215 
pre-K-12,, 6-
attorney office) 
 

Seeking 
information 

Seeking 
information 

Seeking 
information 

Seeking 
information 

Seeking 
information 

Portsmouth** 
 
(roughly 15,000 
students, 6-
attorney office) 
 

30% of 1 FTE None All general 
matters; special 
education by 
outside counsel 

Attends School 
Board meetings 

Some funding for 
the office provided 
by the School 
Board 

Hanover* 
 
(18,628 students, 
6-attorney office) 

85-90% of 1 
FTE  

1 solely on 
truancy matters 

All general 
matters and most 
special education 
matters 
 

Attends School 
Board meetings 

No salary funding 
for the office 
provided by the 
School Board 

Arlington** 
 
(22,000 students, 
12-attorney 
office) 

70% of 1 FTE, 
about 30% of 
2nd  FTE, and 
10% of 3rd  
FTE 
 

2 other attorneys 
provide support 
on a range of 
matters 

All general 
matters; special 
education by 
outside counsel  
 
 

Does not attend 
School Board 
meetings 

No salary funding 
for the office 
provided by the 
School Board 

Newport 
News** 
(30,500, 10-
attorney office) 
 

Various 
attorneys 
provide 
services to 
the Board 

Various 
attorneys 
provide services 
to the Board 

Most general and 
special education 
matters handled 
by the Division’s 
in-house counsel 
(90% of total) 

Attends School 
Board meetings 

No salary funding 
for the office 
provided by the 
School Board 
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Division 
(Smallest to 
largest) 

% of  
attorney 
time on 
Schools work 

Additional 
office attorneys 
working with 
Schools  

Scope of office 
representation 
of Schools 

School Board 
meeting 
coverage 

Funding for the 
office by School 
Board 

 
Norfolk* 
 
(34,000, 19-
attorney office) 
 

 
90% of 1 FTE, 
33.3% of 2nd 
FTE, other 
attorneys do 
litigation 
 

 
1 attorney on 
various matters, 
other attorneys 
on litigation 

 
All general and 
special education 
matters 

 
Attends  School 
Board meetings 
 

 
No salary funding 
for the office 
provided by the 
School Board 
 

Henrico** 
 
(49,600 students, 
11-attorney 
office) 

1 FTE, 
3 others 
provide add’l 
services   

3 attorneys 
provide support 
on range of 
matters 
 

All general 
matters; special 
education by 
outside counsel 
 
 

Attends  School 
Board meetings 
 
 

No salary funding 
for the office 
provided by the 
School Board 
 

Virginia Beach** 
 
(69,365 students, 
22-attorney 
office) 

2 FTEs, 
several others 
provide add’l 
services 

Several other 
attorneys 
provide support 
on range of 
matters 
 

All general and 
special education 
matters 

Attends School 
Board meetings 

Seeking 
information 

 

 
 *  School Board members are appointed by the local governing body 
** School Board members are elected 


